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Advent 
Madonnas

You may be surprised to learn there is a special Charity 
connection with Our Lady of Guadalupe. The painting 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe seen above was a gift to 
Mother Seton in 1811 by Matthew O’Conway whose 
daughter Isabel was among the first students of Mother 
Seton’s school on Paca Street in Baltimore.  During 
Mother Seton’s life, this image hung above the altar 
in the chapel of the White House in Emmitsburg. Our 
Lady of Guadalupe is an Advent Madonna. She is 
pregnant; indicated by the belt around her waist – the 
sign of a pregnant woman in Aztec culture.  What new 
life is stirring within you this Advent? What dream for 
a more peaceful, just, flourishing world?  How do you 
want to birth this dream? Our Lady of Guadalupe is also 
a woman in motion. If you look carefully you can see 
her knee in movement under her robe. Some say she is 
Mary of the Visitation, going to haste to comfort and 
be comforted by her cousin Elizabeth. Others say Mary 
is dancing for joy over the new life within her.  This 
Advent may we dream. But may we also move; move to 
make our dreams real, to share our joy.

This image of Mary, later called Mater Admirabilis, 
“Mother Most Admirable”  was painted in 1844 by 
Pauline Perdrau, who at that time was a postulant with 
the Religious of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, a community 
dedicated to the education of young women.  Pauline 
Perdrau painted Mary at the same age as the young 
girls in the school, at the threshold of adulthood. Mary 
puts down her spinning and is caught up in a moment 
of contemplation. Mary’s pink dress (Pauline’s favorite 
as a child) matches the pink horizon, presage of the 
dawn, of the Advent of the Sun of Justice.  During 
this Advent, take time for contemplation, as the girl 
Mary does, in the midst of a season of activity and 
agitation.  Contemplation doesn’t requite endless free 
and uninterrupted hours. Like Mary we can turn to the 
Holy dwelling within us at odd moments in the midst of 
busy lives.

For your Advent contemplation and action, we invite you to use our 
2022 Advent Calendar “Advent Dreaming” which can be found at this link 

https://www.scnj.org/_files/ugd/a2bb32_c2fe2afb41d04ba2a80bb9cdeabe9794.pdf
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Take some time this Advent to grow in communion with Creation by watching two 
excellent webinars:
-Called by God to Work on a Masterpiece:  Conversations on Climate Across Divides 
with Sr. Caroljean Willie, SC https://vimeo.com/769618549 
- Hope Is Not Optimism: On Faithful Practice in the Anthropocene with Professor 
Christopher Haw, University of Scranton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsBFIDZeC1Q 

The Sisters of Charity Ecospirituality Group and 
friends had a wonderful experience at our weekend 
retreat “Boundless Charity Embraces Earth,” at Mercy 
Farm in Benson, VT https://mercyecology.org/: 
celebrations of the universe story through ritual and 
Mercy Farm’s Cosmic Walk trail; sunny autumn days 
and the brilliant stars of rural VT nights; delicious 
farm to table meals; the company of sheep, chickens, 
and bees; deep and heartfelt sharing. We’re going back 
next year! Mark your calendar October 6-8, 2023

Solidarity with People Experiencing Homelessness
Learn about people experiencing homelessness in 
New Jersey by reading the 2022 NJ Point-in-Time 
Count of the Homeless https://monarchhousing.org/
wp-content/uploads/2022/10/New-Jersey-PIT-2022-
Report.pdf 

The Office of Peace, Justice, and Ecological Integrity wishes you and The Office of Peace, Justice, and Ecological Integrity wishes you and 

your families a blessed Christmas and a New Year of peace, justice, your families a blessed Christmas and a New Year of peace, justice, 

and the flourishing of all Creation!and the flourishing of all Creation!
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