
The Charity Earth Network is an organization of 
sisters and associates of the Congregations of the 
Sisters of Charity Federation who are interested in

-reflecting on ecology/the new cosmology/sustainability 
from the 

perspective of the Vincentian/Setonian charism;

-sharing information and resources

-supporting each other in our efforts to advocate for a 
more sustainable Earth community.
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In two ZOOM gatherings on November 11 and 13, 2021, 
over 100 sisters and associates from the 14 Congregations 
in the Sisters of Charity Federation in the US and Canada 
gathered for Boundless Charity Embraces Earth: The 
Company of Charity and the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
We gathered to share how the Charity charism could be 
a resource for us as we engage in Pope Francis’s seven-
year journey to integral integrity expressed in the LSAP. 
In his introduction, Fr. Terrence Moran (JPIC Director, 
Convent Station) mentioned that the Vincentian charism 
began in response to climate refugees. 17th century 
Europe experienced a little Ice Age which disrupted 
agricultural cycles forcing French peasants into Paris and 
creating the human misery to which Vincent and Louise 
responded. How will the Charity charism respond to 
the climate crisis of our time? Our conversations were 
sparked by three brief but impactful talks. Sr. Carol De 
Angelo (SCNY) invited us to connect with the energy 
of “comprehensive compassion” which fuels the 
13.8-billion-year evolution of the Universe. John Shively 
(JPIC Director, SC Leavenworth) explored how Pope 
Francis’s notion of integral ecology calls us to new ways 
of loving that embrace both ecological sustainability 
and economic justice. Caroljean Willie (SC Cincinnati) 
summarized the recent ICCP report on climate change 

and its urgent call to action. We then had 50 minutes 
of cross-Congregation conversations in small and 
large groups that sparkled with energy. We committed 
ourselves to share information and resources as each 
Congregation develops its own LSAP plan. And we’d 
like to explore ways in which we can make a common 
Federation commitment -planting trees, exploring Green 
Burials, reducing the carbon footprint from air travel, 
using our corporate voice in a focused way to advocate 
for Earth with governments and industries. We left more 
deeply convinced that our Charity charism impels us to 
act efficaciously in favor of, in the words of Pope Francis, 
the poorest of the poor-Earth. If you were unable to 
attend, you can watch a video of the gathering at this 
link https://vimeo.com/649088694. You can also read the 
three presentations below. In addition, this issue offers 
some concrete actions from Sister of Charity of New 
York, Mary Ann Garisto, a true pioneer of creation care 
in the Company of Charity. Our prayer service focuses 
on how Elizabeth Seton’s devotion to the Passion of 
Jesus can inspire us to act for our planet in agony. As 
we join with people of good will all over the world in 
the Laudato Si’ Action Platform, may the Company of 
Charity draw on our rich tradition to hear the cry of 
Earth and the cry of Earth’s poor.
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Presentations by Carol De Angelo, SC, Cj Willie, SC, and John Shively 
for Boundless Charity Embraces Earth 

 

The Charism of Charity, Carol DeAngelo, SC  

  

We are blessed to live in a time when Charity, the charism we Sisters of Charity Federation members are given 

as legacy and gift, is expanding and deepening. These are challenging, chaotic, creative times where our 

understanding and practice of living charity are being stretched. Perhaps a better analogy is “being poured into 

new wine skins”. St. Vincent de Paul, Elizabeth Ann Seton and Pope Francis offer us words of encouragement 

to see beyond borders and walls to the horizon where the vision of journeying together as brothers and sisters, 

human and nonhuman, towards tenderness, compassion, kindness, solidarity, right relationships and the 

common good will help us create structures and systems that are just, transparent, inclusive, and welcoming. 

I invite all of us to think of favorite quotes of charity and love from our founders, Vincent de Paul, Louise de 

Marillac, Elizabeth Ann Seton and each of our founders, as we, Sisters of Charity Federation, move forward 

with courage and hope and engage in the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 

Two of my favorite quotes are Vincent’s “Love is inventive unto infinity.” and Elizabeth Ann Seton’s saying, 

“Keep well to what you believe to be the grace of the moment. You will so often be at a stand for what is best 

in a situation so new, but only do your best and leave the rest for our dear God.” When I reflect on my 

response to live the charism of charity in this 21st Century, I often pray over these two quotes.  

As we participate in this webinar and make connections between the charism of charity and the Laudato Si’ 

Action Platform and its seven goals, I offer two passages from Laudato Si’. 

We must regain the conviction that we need one another, that we have a shared responsibility for others and 

the world, that being good and decent are worth it.” Laudato Si’ #229. 

Love, overflowing with small gestures of mutual care, is also civic and political, and it makes itself felt in 

every action that seeks to build a better world. Love for society and commitment to the common good are 

outstanding expressions of a charity which affects not only relationships between individuals but also “macro-

relationships, social, economic and political ones.” LS#231. 

Engaging in the Laudato Si’ Action Platform is a call to explore and expand ways to live Charity in our 

journey together towards transformation and conversion. We build on a strong foundation – the vision and 

lives of our founders and the sisters, associates, and colleagues on whose shoulders we stand. 

Brian Swimme uses the term “comprehensive compassion” when he talks of the energy of love expanding over 

the 13.8 billion year plus evolving Universe. The Sisters of Charity of New York’s 2019 Assembly theme, 

Charity Rising, was at the center of deliberations and decisions about our future. Today’s webinar title, 

Boundless Charity Embraces Earth: The Company of Charity and the Laudato Si’ Action Platform, reminds us 

that Charity is not static. Charity is dynamic and ever new! Charity is us.  

May we “see” Charity through the lens of Pope Francis’ words, “Our relationship with the environment can 

never be isolated from our relationship with others and with God. LS#119. May we connect the Laudato Si’ 

Action Platform, ecological conversion, and integral ecology with our Charism as we seek to express Charity, 

in ever new sustainable and lifegiving ways, through personal, Congregation and Federation attitudes, actions 

and behaviors that bring fulness of life to us, to those most in need, to all children, to future generations, 

human and nonhuman. 

Thomas Berry challenges us to live in mutually enhancing Earth-human relationships if we wish to go together 

into the future. On our journey, may we take time to reflect on and practice these words of Thomas Berry in 

the context of our Charism: “The human venture depends absolutely on this quality of awe and reverence and 



joy in the Earth and all that lives and grows upon the Earth…” (Thomas Berry, “The Dynamics of the Future,” 

in The Great Work, 166).  

Through our lives may boundless Charity embrace the Earth! 

 

 

Sister Carol DeAngelo, SC is the Director of the Office of Peace, Justice, and the 

Integrity of Creation of the Sisters of Charity of New York. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is integral ecology? John Shively 

 

Despite its introduction in Laudato Si’- we are not given a clean and clear definition of what integral ecology 

is. Rather, Pope Francis gives us a thin concept of what elements an integral ecology might have. 

Those elements are: 

A deep sense of interconnectedness with nature and the other people with whom we share the earth. 

A recognition that we are an intimate part of nature, included and in constant interaction with it. 

The recognition that we face not distinct crises, but a complex crisis that is both social and environmental. 

The need to consider culture, lived human life in both urban and rural settings, social and political institutions, 

and the common good as it relates to these crises. 

At its core, integral ecology acknowledges the deep interconnectedness of the world we live in and the 

challenges we face. One author writes that it is “An integrated and holistic approach to political, social, 

economic, and environmental problems.” 1 

 

Perhaps, as put more simply by Father Thomas Berry, “Just about everything has to change.” 2 

While integral ecology challenges us to new ways of seeing and doing, I think what it most fervently calls us 

to, and I think, as Sr. Carol’s thoughts make clear, is it challenges us to new ways of loving. 

This love is radical, it’s Gospel, it is integrative, and it stands in reverence and humility before that which God 

has created. It forces us let go of the things that prevent love - the ego, the desire to dominate, the desire to 

possess and control.  

 

As Fr. Berry said in his book the Sacred Universe, the world is “a communion of subjects more than a 

collection of objects.” In a reflection on this quote, Richard Rohr writes, “Each living thing reveals some 

                                                
1 Nassar, M. (n.d.). Concept: Integral Ecology. Kellogg Institute for International Studies. Retrieved from https://kellogg.nd.edu/ihd-research-lab-

integral-ecology.  

2 Heffern, R. (2011, January 10). Fr. Thomas Berry's dream for the earth: Ten ways to achieve it. National Catholic Reporter. Retrieved October 19, 
2021, from https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/earthbeat/eco-catholic/fr-thomas-berrys-dream-earth-ten-ways-achieve-it.  



aspect of God… When we love something, we grant it soul, we see its soul, and we let its soul touch ours. We 

must love something deeply to know it soul.” 3  

Therefore, the call to integral to ecology is not head work, and perhaps it is not even heart work, but rather, its 

soul work. It is to see the presence of God revealed in each living thing, and in doing so recovering a love of 

nature and a love of those on the margins, who society has judged as unlovable, unworthy, and undeserving. 

This soul work helps us realize that it is the same sins – greed, hubris, extreme individualism, a failure to 

recognize our responsibilities to others – that allow us to view the earth and human beings as disposable and 

exploitable. Integral ecology, then, is about giving our culture and society a new way of seeing the “other”. We 

must create a cultural paradigm shift that emphasizes the dignity of all creation, a radical love that cannot be 

ignored, and most importantly we must demonstrate to the world what that might look like.  

Moreover, I hope that it will lead us to see justice work with new eyes. So often, I have heard statements like 

“our congregation focuses on immigration work” or “our justice efforts are around climate change.” However, 

the truth we face today is that we have no hope of solving immigration without addressing climate change, 

racism, violence, war, and poverty. 

Some might, not any of you here I am sure, but some might ask what about the poor? Our commitment, our 

charism calls us to serve those in poverty.  

But the crux of Laudato Si is that the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor as the same cry, part of the same 

crisis, facing our common human family. We are not abandoning the mission to the poor, we are making the 

mission whole.  

These issues, all of them and more, belong to the people of God. Not just as a matter of what we ought to do, 

but rather what we are obligated to do, in whatever practical ways we can, to make the Kingdom of God here 

“On earth as it is in heaven.”4 

 

 John Shively is the Director of Justice, Peace, and Integrity of 

Creation Office of the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IPCC Report, Caroljean Willie, SC 

 

It is impossible to turn on the news or read a newspaper these days without being confronted with catastrophic 

natural disasters (wildfires, droughts, floods, etc.) throughout the world. The world’s top scientists are telling 

us that climate change is not something that will happen in the future. It is here now and it will affect all of us, 

but those who are marginalized and economically poor will suffer disproportionately and yet, they have done 

little to contribute to the causes of climate change.  

 

According to the August 9, 2021, release of a report from Working Group I Climate Change 2021: the 

Physical Science Basis, of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), “Scientists are observing 

changes in the Earth’s climate in every region and across the whole climate system. Many of the changes  

                                                
3 Rohr, R. (2020, June 19). A communion of subjects. Center for Action and Contemplation. Retrieved October 19, 2021, from https://cac.org/a-

communion-of-subjects-2020-06-26/.  

4 Matthew 6:10 

https://wiza.co/d/sisters-of-charity-of-leavenworth/c24e


observed in the climate are unprecedented in thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of years, and some of the 

changes already set in motion—such as continued sea level rise—are irreversible over hundreds to thousands 

of years.”  
 

“Climate change is already affecting every region on Earth, in multiple ways. The changes we experience will 

increase with additional warming,” said IPCC Working Group I Co-Chair Pan-mao Zhai. The report projects 

that in the coming decades climate changes will increase in all regions. For 1.5°C of global warming, there will 

be increasing heat waves, longer warm seasons and shorter cold seasons. At 2°C of global warming, heat 

extremes would more often reach critical tolerance thresholds for agriculture and health, the report shows. 

 

The Working Group I report addresses the most updated physical understanding of the climate system and 

climate change, bringing together the latest advances in climate science, and combining multiple lines of 

evidence from paleoclimate, observations, process understanding, global and regional climate simulations. It 

shows how and why climate has changed to date, and the improved understanding of human influence on a 

wider range of climate characteristics, including extreme events.  

For the first time, this contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report provides a more detailed regional 

assessment of climate change, including a focus on useful information that can inform risk assessment, 

adaptation, and other decision-making, and a new framework that helps translate physical changes in the 

climate – heat, cold, rain, drought, snow, wind, coastal flooding and more – into what they mean for society 

and ecosystems.  

 

“Five takeaways from the report include:  

 

1. Human influence has unequivocally warmed the planet.  

2. Climate science is getting better and more precise.  

3. We are locked into 30 years of worsening climate impacts no matter what the world does.  

4. Climate changes are happening rapidly.  

5. There is still a window in which humans can alter the climate path.” 

 

 
COP 26 
 

The UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP) is the world’s most important summit on climate 

change. This year’s conference – COP26 (the 26th meeting of world leaders on climate is-sues) is from 

October 31st to November 12th. It will be hosted by the United Kingdom and its partner Italy in Glasgow, 

Scotland, and has been described by climate change experts as “the most significant climate event since the 

2015 Paris Agreement”.  

Scientists agree that a rise in temperature above 1.5 degrees C (about 2.7 F) would cause more catastrophic 

weather events and increase global migration due to lands becoming uninhabitable.  

Unfortunately, the targets announced in Paris would result in warming well above 3 degrees C by 2100 

compared to pre-industrial levels. Scientists caution that if we continue as we are, 

temperatures will continue rising, bringing even more catastrophic flooding, wildfires, 

extreme weather and destruction of species. 

 

 

Sr. Caroljean “Cj” Willie is the Program Director for EarthConnection, an 

environmental center in Cincinnati, Ohio 



Caring for Our Common Home with Sister Mary Ann Garisto, SC 

 

In the spirit of Laudato Si’, we may want to consider ways to reduce our carbon footprint and take better care of 

our common home. The Congregation is putting into practice Laudato Si’s call to integral ecology and 

ecological conversion. Since 1995, a significant focus of the Sisters of Charity of New York has been “to 

reverence creation in a spirit of interconnectedness with all that is, living responsibly.” Our carbon footprint 

refers to the amount of greenhouse gases that go into the production of our everyday consumption and activities. 

To avoid an unsustainable rise in global temperatures, our average carbon footprint should drop from the 

estimated annual U.S. average of 16 tons to an amount closer to two tons by 2050. What follows are a few 

practical and easy ways to promote a healthier and more balanced relationship with our environment.  

» Use a reusable bottle instead of disposable plastic ones. The energy required to produce products we consider 

“green,” such as a stainless-steel thermos, may be initially high, but its durability makes it a better choice than 

disposable plastic. In terms of energy, the thermos can replace 100 plastic bottles and last a lifetime. As a result, 

it will be far less likely to end up in the landfill.  

» Be mindful of packaging with food deliveries, takeout orders, and take-home items after dining out. Food 

containers are often made with single-use materials like polypropylene that cannot be recycled. Plastic 

containers often wind up in landfills, soil, or water systems, including the ocean. While a percentage of 

aluminum containers are made with recycled materials, making aluminum involves heavy water use and 

releases emissions, including greenhouse gases and sulfur dioxide. When ordering takeout for home delivery, 

request to leave out the plastic utensils, napkins and single-use condiments. Remember— takeout requires a lot 

of packaging. 

 » Paper towels can be wasteful, not to mention expensive. Cut down on the use of wasteful paper towels with 

reusable Swedish dishcloths. Typically made with 70% biodegradable cellulose and 30% cotton, one Swedish 

dishcloth can replace 17 rolls of paper towels. The dishcloths may be used for absorbing spills, cleaning 

countertops, scrubbing dishware and cups, and cleaning windows. They airdry faster than sponges and can be 

cleaned in the washing machine or dishwasher. After multiple uses, the towels can safely go in the compost. 

Watch this space for more suggestions on how to lower your carbon footprint. Have your own suggestion? Drop 

us a line at extcomm@scny.org  

 

The release of the recent United Nations climate change report gives new urgency for us to take individual and 

collective action on behalf of the environment. In their August 2021 report, the scientists of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) state unequivocally that human actions have created not 

just the potential but the reality of global warming. Drawing on 14,000 scientific studies, the report find that the 

Earth’s temperature has gone up 1.1 degrees Celsius since the pre-industrial age, with several harmful effects 

now irreversible. While many aspects of climate are locked in, aggressive and timely steps can be taken to halt 

carbon emissions and protect against even further warming. Limiting warming to 1.5 or 2 degrees Celsius is 

critical, because the “tipping point” would bring catastrophic and unsustainable change. If emissions were 

drastically reduced we could see immediate benefits such as cleaner air. In the spirit of Laudato Si’, we continue 

to discuss ways to reduce our carbon footprint and take better care of our common home. The following are a 

few additional ways to promote a healthier and more balanced relationship with our environment. Switch to 

LED light bulbs LED (light-emitting diode) bulbs use energy more efficiently than other bulbs, requiring far 

less wattage than the old fluorescent lights. The old bulbs were far from efficient wasting most of the energy on 

heat and not on light! While LED bulbs cost more, they last longer, are more environmentally safe than CFL 

bulbs and help lower the average electricity bill. » Beware of “vampire” energy Conserving energy is not only 

good for the planet but it’s a good way to lower consumer costs. Unplug devices when you’re not using them. 

mailto:extcomm@scny.org


Plug several devices into the same power strip, and then turn off the whole d vice to conserve energy. » 

Collective action While lowering one’s own carbon footprint is a positive step, it’s clear that collective action is 

necessary to address the current climate crisis. Global crises demand coordination and solutions at all levels – 

neighborhood, state, national, and global. As Laudato Si’ acknowledges, “self-improvement on the part of 

individuals will not by itself remedy the extremely complex situation facing our world today.” (212) Even 

taking part in an effort to clean a local river or protect a park can help strengthen relationships and build ties to a 

larger community. On July 29, the Global Catholic Climate Movement changed its name to Laudato Si’ 

Movement (LSM) (https:// laudatosimovement.org) to better reflect the collective organizations’ commitment to 

integral ecology, ecological conversion, and ecological justice. Member organizations have resources on how to 

become more involved, including prayer gatherings, tips for making your local parish more green, and strategies 

to divest from fossil fuels. Watch this space for more suggestions on how to lower your carbon footprint.  

 

 

Sr. Mary Ann Garisto, who holds a master’s degree in biology, taught biology and 

environmental science on the high school and college levels. She was the 

Congregation’s first Director of Ecological Concerns and the founding Director of 

Sisters Hill Farm; she currently serves as Director Emerita of the farm. (republished 

from Vision, Summer 2021 and Autumn 2021, publication of the Sisters of Charity 

of New York.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Will Your Heart Be Cold to Me? 

A prayer for the feast of St. Elizabeth Seton 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment for prayer: A crucifix placed on a photo of Earth from space 

 

Opening Centering Prayer 

 

Leader: We open our prayer by centering ourselves in silence. I invite you to repeat to the rhythm of your breath 

an ancient invocation of our Christian prayer tradition coupled with words of Pope Francis from Laudato Si’: 

 

Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor, Lord have mercy! 

Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor, Christ have mercy! 

Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor, Lord have mercy! 

 

Reader 1: From a reflection on the Passion of Jesus by St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

I am pleased with you because you love my Sacred Passion. See my arms stretched on the Cross, See my hands 

and feet nailed there for love of you. See my wounded side gushing the purple streams of your salvation. Enter 

into my Sacred Heart and draw every grace and blessing from it. How did it beat for you in the manger, in the 

garden of Agony and on the cross. Oh – then will yours be cold to me? 

 

 

 

 

 



Reader 2: A poem of Daniel Ladinsky inspired by Sufi poet Hafiz 

 

Even after all this time 

The sun never says to the earth 

"You owe me" 

Look what happens with a love like that 

It lights the whole sky 

 

Reader 3: A reading from Elizabeth Johnson, CSJ 

 

A flourishing humanity on a thriving Earth in an evolving universe, all together filled with the glory of God; 

such is the theological vision and praxis we are being called to in this critical age of Earth’s distress. We need to 

appreciate all over again that Earth is a sacrament vivified by the living Spirit of God. We need to realize that 

the way we are destroying it is tantamount to a sacrilege. And we need to act as members of the Earth 

community called to be partners with God in the ongoing creation rather than destruction of the world. 

 

This moment of crisis calls for a spirituality and ethics that will empower us to live in the web of life as 

sustainers rather than destroyers of the world. Ignoring this view keeps the church and its members locked into 

fatal irrelevance while the great drama is being played out in the actual wider world. But being converted to the 

Earth sets us who are the church and our ministries off on a great spiritual, intellectual, and moral adventure. 

Instead of living as thoughtless or greedy exploiters, we, by conversion to the Earth, are empowered to 

rediscover our kinship and live as sisters and brothers, friends and lovers, mothers and fathers, priests and 

prophets, co-creators and children of the Earth as God’s good creation gives us life. 

 

Leader: At the beginning of our prayer sheet are two images: the one on the right is a crucifixion scene given to 

Elizabeth Seton by her friends and spiritual companions the Filicchis; on the left is a painting of Earth crowned 

with thorns by Sister of Saint Joseph Mary Southard. The prayer of Mother Seton contrasts the overwhelming 

love of the heart of Jesus with our frequent cold-heartedness. Ladinsky’s poem invites us to contemplate the 

boundless generosity of the sun to which we are so often heedless. Elizabeth Johnson reminds us that, like Mary 

and John at the foot of the cross, we stand as witness to Earth’s agony. We are in a critical age of Earth’s 

distress. I invite you now to some moments of silent contemplation. Call to mind the ways in which Earth’s 

generosity has sustained you, Earth’s beauty gladdened you. As you reflect, place your hand over your heart and 

hear Earth speaking to you the words Elizabeth puts on the lips of Jesus, “Will your heart be cold to me?” 

 

After some moments of reflection, participants can share the ways in which they are aware of being nourished 

by Earth. 

 

Closing Prayer: Litany of Gratitude to Earth 

 

Leader: As we pray this litany I invite you to place your hand on your heart again and to respond, “Warm my 

heart. Make me grateful,” to each petition 

Generous Heart of God… 

Generous Heart of Earth… 

Bountiful Warmth of the Sun… 

Tender Pull of Gravity… 



Embracing Curvature of Space… 

Receptive, Fertile Soil… 

Life-giving Waters… 

Warm Blanket of Atmosphere… 

Communion of Breath… 

Countless Beings Who Provide My Every Meal… 

Evolving Universe… 

Flourishing Humanity… 

Thriving Earth… 
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